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TRIP TO COLD ALASKA.

MRS, E, E. SHAFFER ANR LITTLE
DAUGHTER BACK.

Retnrped from Dawson in Three

Weeka~Saw the Diggings and
! the Dust—Canadinn Authoritica
** Censured—Interesting Account.

" Mre. ¥. E. Shaffer and her lttle
gdaughier, Lucille, who was enly
weors old when the start was made for
the cold North, have returned from
Alaskn. They went to the Kiondike
wold ficlds several months ago, and
tpere joined Mr. Shaffer, who is 6l
nn the lookout for the yellow nuggets
pbout which so many stories, true and
ptherwise, hove been told. The little
girl, who was very young to endure the
fatizie of such a journey, and the
rigors of a severe c¢limate, came out
perfectly well, but her mother's health
failed. Mrs. Shaffer, who resides At
No. 960 East Forty-seventh frtreet,
gave the following interesting account
of her trip. She fs not dissatisfied svith
the country, but censures the Canndian
authorlties for what, in her opinion,
js an effort to prevent Americans from
obtaining good claims:

“Y left Los Angeles on May 17, 1899,
pnd went to Scattle by rail,” said Mrs.
Shaffer. My fivesyear-old daughter
nccompnnied me. We then took the
steamer City of Seattle, Janded 6t
Bkagnay. where we were joined by
Nr. Shaffer. From there we went by
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1ATTLE LUCILLED SHAFFER,

Yhe Los Angeles girl who visited the 1 lon-
Qiko gold flelds.

schooner to Dyea. We walked over
the Chilcoot Pass, which ‘was, per-
haps, the most tiresome part of the
journey. From the base to _the sum-
mit is about 1200 fcet, ond very steep.
Steps are cut in the frozen snow as a
foothold could not he gotten without
them. Every ten feet, small landings
have been made with benches to sit en.
My little girl did not appear to mind
this c¢limb, but the most of us were
very tired,

*We made our camp on the Klondike
River, about two miles from the Daw-
son nosgtoffice. This city has all of the
modern improvements, and s con-
ducted in an orderly manner. The po-
lice force is well organized, nand all of
the streets ore well patrolled. An ex-
tensive electric-light plant is operateqd
and gives the city a metropolitan ap-
pearance. Their water system is
thorough, and jmprovements nre being
made by Col. Word. In order to keep
the pipes from bursting during cola
weather, they are incased §n rawdust.
The city has six churches, the saloons
and gaming-houscs are closed on Sun-
days. About sixteen large hotels are
kept open, some of them being fitted
out with the best of nccommeodations.
There is no fear of n food famine in
that vicinity, as the Alaskan Commer-
cial Company has about eight large
wanchouses filled with provisions, and
the North American Transportation
Company four.

L SAW DAWws=on immealately pfler tne
destructive 1ire on April 25, 1398, The
best port of the town was destroyed,
but built up very aquickly., & week
after the fire you could not notice any
difference, only that the buildings twvere
better. The mails are very irregular,
which causes a great deal of annoy-
ance. There s no reason tWwhy this
ehould be, ond is mostly due to the
carelessness of those having the mat-
ter in charge. At one time, J saw
thirty-six sacks of mail that had re-
mpined unopened for three weeks,

"I think the country is all right,
ond many would not be Bo disappointed
if they did not go up there with a
wrony impression. You can get gold,
but it is not lying around waliting to
Be picked up. Every ounce of dust
you get must be worked for. ‘4'ne sum-
mer climate is much the same as mn
Southern Californja. I really like it
better there than here. You ean Rit
on the porch until 12 o'clock at night
without fecling uncomfortable,

“Yes, I was in the gold fields nnd
staked seversl clatms that may prove
very valuable. I went to the twelve-
mile camp in February of this year,
and staked out three claims. -‘ine
weather was bitterly cold. On my way
back to Dawson, both feet were fr.zen,
but by careful nttention nothing se-
rious resulted. ‘This place is rxpected
to prove very rich in quartz mining.
Last July our party went to sMagnet
Gulch, a small tributary of the Bo-
nanza River. Here we Staked four
placer clafims. Several rich mines are
now heing warked then:. The shafts
are up about 100 feet on n stcnp bank.
The dirt is carried down to the river
below in chutes, ond sluiced. Fome of
the miners are making rconsidernble
mnpey here. In the trip, T covered
ahout thirty miles of uneven ground in
just a few hours. We were onxious
ta get there, and had to hurry.

"l saw a areat many people in the
Klaondike who came there from Las|
Angeles.  Sometimes I thought there
must b2 more people from our eity
than any other place. A great many
mora are leaving thon are going in.
Nearly every passenger steamer ecar-
ries out about seven hundred neople,
who are leaving, dispusted with their
Tortune. They are mad at the offen-
slve manner in which the Canadian
authoritier {reat Ameorlcans,

“The officials use every farce to keep
Americans from securing good claimsa.
Their methods are unfair, and would
hardly stand a close investigation. I
tried to record three mines, but they
1nld me the country had not vet hwen
opened. They consented to my Aling
an application at $15 per mine, §-v-
eral have trled this same pian, but
when 2 clear title was wonted, they
wem informed that some one else had
ot in nohead of them. When these
people wanted thelr money refunded,
the clerk refused, on the mround that
he was entitled to it for filing the ap-
plication.

“On the bhont that carrled us home
was considerable gold dust. One party
had a hox containing about 150 vounds
and another 200. Two men wer> qec-
esrary to handle the wvaluable boxea.

"Mr. Shaffer fntends to remain in
the country untfl he makes a strike. He
feels confident that it is there, nnd is
golng to pet it, {f ten vears®’ hard work
will do it. T feel just the same. ongd
had my health not falled I would gtill
e =mearching for treasure. Everything
found in that country heeds Wts of
hard lahor, and this is the plan my
fusband follows.”
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