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At the City Hall

"OYHALL CITY SUE
' FOR EATON LAND?

QUESTION TO BE CONSIDERED
IN HEARING TODAY.

p—

Hart, of Notorious Aqueduct In-
vestigation Commission. Wit
Advocate Litization, but Engineer
Shafter Wil Not Be Present—Clty
Attorney diises Agalnst Action.

During the resime of John 1V,
‘Bhenk as Clty Attorney the question
of the advisability of the city bringing
.suit 1o determine the ownership of
Long YValley lands held by former
Mayor Eaton, with the possibility of
such lands being determined as bhe-
Jonging to the municipality. was nut
up to him, after demands for ltigua-
tion to this end had becn made by
the Aqu<duct Investigation Commis-
sfon. Shenk gave it as his opinion
that the city has no suriicient grounds
for such action.

Not sutistied with this, persons who
allege that Eaton is holaing proper-
ties that nightfully beloug to the dity,
renewed their appeals, and the Coun-
cil again relerred to the City Attor-
ney the enure subject. This was
s.nce City Attorney Stephens assumed
this office After going ovver all the
evidence utl hand. Stephens recently
Teported to the Councsl that he con-
curred 10 tae upinlon of hig prede-
cessor and «vuld see nothing in the
material at hand that wouald justify
tne city in entering suit with any rea-
£onable expectuncy of securing a de-
cisfon In its favor,

Still unsatstied, several citizens in-
sisted that the Cound:! should look
further into the subject. and it was
referred to the Public Service Com-
mittee of the Council. A hearing on
the subject will occur this torenoon
at 10 o'clock.

H. A lart, membder of the Aque-
duct Inmiestization Commission that
spent thousands of dollars 1w the
preparation of & report that is stored
b} the ton in the attic of the ity
Hall, will be present o urges that hin-

tion be started by the city. It is
reasonably csrtain that E. E. Shaffer,
engineer for this board. and on whom
1t depended for much of its data, will
not be presen:t. Shaffer has not been
#een at the ity Hall for some weeks
past.

Councilman Yheeler will also be
£n advocats for litigution an the part
of the city. Wheeler declares that ne
is convinced there s an element
within the city of considerable size
that i< thoroughly possessed with the
idea that the aty 18 being illegally
heid out of the possession of Long
Valley linds to which it has a right-
ful clalm, and that nothing less than
. decision of the court will satisrs
them.

———————
MOVES SLOWLY.
ELEVATED ROAD FRANCHISE.
Wit probabiv a trifle more activ-
1ty than glucial movements the fran-
chise for the long-proposed elevated
road of the Pacific Electric Company.
to connect the Sixth-strect station
with the municipally~owned line on
Ran Pedro street, 18 crawling toward

realization.

Months age the company put in its
application for the rranchise. Then
{t warg found, when sumevs were
made, thatl the tying points would =e-
quire slicht changes in the techniecal
dexcription, Weeks were consumed
before the amended application was
filled. Now thiz < pplication rests in
the hands of the Public Ttilities Com-
mission, where {2 his been {or at least
two weeks, It i@ being checked and
the chunge< considered by Rallroad
Ercineer Mohler of thiz department.

Yesterday Tax Ament Hill of the
Pacific Elsctric wae at the Citv Hall
rving to et more life {n the move-
ment that will eventually bring the
notice of sale hefore the (ounecil for
final action. Mohler stated yesterdny
that he expects to complete his work
withir two days. " President Wright
xaid that as <oon as Mohler canmpletes
hi= investigations and report the sub-
Je!ct wlll be sent at once to the Coun-
efl. .

The Pacidc Electric officfals expect
to have the elevated road ready for
use inp 1815, and are anxious to get
started on the work.

TGO COSTLY.
WIDENING OF AN AVEXNTUE.

Prestdent Hand'sv of the Roard of!

Public Works appeared before th»

Clitv Council yesterday to present the |

situation in regard to the propo=ed
widening of Dayton avenue. He de.
eclared that this project would caat
475,000, and that the character of the

property is such that it will not stanad |

thic expsnes, He Dropoted that the
Council order the =treet curbs <t
back three feet, or to the sidewalk
line, thus providing ample <pace for
the pasvasre of vehicler between the
ear tracks'and the walks this mak-
inrr only a comparatively small ex-
nense.

Touncil Clerk Carrnll stated that
>+ had information that a very larcs.
1" -cizned protest will be filsd against
the proposed widening. The Council
decided to make a personal inspection

of the street, in company with mem-
bers of the Eoard of Public Works.

R
PARK RESTRICTIONS.
MAY CLOSE AT SUNSET.

Because of the continuous reports
that come from Gri‘tith Park as 1o im-
moral and disorderly conditlons at
night along the Grithith Park roads, it
is possible that the Park Commission
may prohibit travel through the park
after sunset.

Van M. Grifiith, son of Col. Grifith
J. Griffith, who donated the parx to
the city, laid complaints regarding
conditions allowed to prevail there be-
fore Chairman Wheeler of the Coun-
cli's Public Welfare Committee yester-
day, and stated that he has afiidavits
to back his statements, He desires the
city to employ mounted patrolmen for
the park roads.

A m——
ARCADE DEPOT.
PERMIT 1S APPLIED FOR.

Parkinson & Bergstrom, architects
for the new Arcade station, made for-
mal application to the building de-
partment of the city )esterday for the
bu:lding permit for this structure. All
the plans were submitted and this
morning a corps of empinyees will be-
xin checking. Jt i< expected the work
will be completed within two days, The
company has already begun excava-
1ions on the land which the city has
just vacated.

The application asks for a permit to
erect 2 building to cost $300,000, S0x
372 feet, with the front three stories
and to be fifty-four feet in height at
the highest paint. The structure Is to
be of concrete and brick, and will be
of class A and class C construction.

The Alta Planing Ml Company is
the contractor.

————
Cost of Enzinecring.

The City Engineer vesterday noti-
fied ths Board of Public Works that
he considers that engineering and in-
spection fees on public work should
not exceed Ti: per cent. of the con-
tract price of the work This was
brought about by protest made by
property ot ners against whal was
deemed eacessive inspection fees on
cement step  construction at  Loma
Vista place. nhere the inspection cost
$246.15. The Roard of Public Works
sustiined the churge of the engincer-
{ng department.

————
May Withhold Acceptance.

Fifty wagonloads of carth and rub-
bish l.e on the lot of C G Plejsterer at
Thirty-afth  and Jefferson  streets,
whereas the lot was bare and clean
hefore the improvement of n near-by
street wax undertaken. Pfeisterer has
appealed to the Board of Public Works.
Contractor Jake Hein sais he didn’t
dump the earth and rubhish, He can’t
imagine how it got therc: it must have
just happpened. Anvway. lein will
ask the hoard tn accept his work on
Pizarro street nithin a few davs, and
it is probable he'll be asked to clear
the Pfeisterer lot before the board
acts.

Numernus complaints have been re-
ceived at the office of the Board of
Public Works that contractors for
street work use vacant Iot< along the
work for the purpese of placing sur-
plus earth, etc.. without securing the‘
required permissfon.

—
A Marfority Prote<t.

The Citv Engineer jesterday report-
»d that the protestants uagainst the
aidening of West First street to 120
feet. and asking that it be paved at its
»resent width, 82%: feet, have a ma-
jority petition. Out of the 33,045 feet
3f frontase they hate signed up 17,899
feet, or 3575 feet more than a majority.
There (8 also a frontage of 10211, feet'
on the petitions that has been incor-
rectly signed and therefore was not
considered.

Municipal News Notes.

Two demands for damages wers
made to the Board of Public Works
vesterday and were referred to the
rrftv Attorney. (. C. Burke asks for’
$104 damages sustained when he fell
intn an open manhole at First and.
RBreed streets on January 13; and Miss
rarrie DIpman wants $425 for dam-
ages she alleges she sustained on
Broadway, near Firct street, when she
stepped on a board laid over wet
cement.

The Police Commission will meet
Friday morning at 10 o'clock. No ses-
gsion was held vesterday, because the
Mavor was tied up waith other en-
ragements.

Plang are being prepared by the
City Engineer’s office for the paving
of Vernon avenue, from Main to Ala-
meda streets. A stnip in the center of
the street will be left to be paved by
the L.os Angeles Raflwav Corporation,
this befng one of the requirements of
its franchise for the cross-town line.

The Roard of Public Warks vester-
day requested the City Prosccutor 1o
file a complaint against the Santa Fe
Rallway Campany for {ts fajlnre to
lower itz tracks juct north of Slau.
SON avenue, 8o a8 to bring them to the
street srade at Figueroa street and
Vermont avenue. The board ordered
this wark done last December: then it
save the company <ixtvy davs' exten-
sion of time, but no start has  been
made.
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